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Welcome to our Summer Newsletter. 
We have had another successful year at College – this one has been particularly special as we have been 
celebrating 90 years since we were founded. This issue contains details of some of the wonderful and varied 
events that have taken place to mark our birthday celebrations including street parties, fund raisers and the 
re-dedication of the Dame Agnes Memorial Stone. 
We congratulate all our students and trainees for their fantastic achievements during the 2016-17 academic year. Our 
students have excelled in their vocational and independence learning and have represented the College brilliantly while 
on work experience placements. The Summer Show ‘Time Warp,’ devised and performed by Creative Arts students, 
was a real treat on Fete Day and another highlight was the wonderful Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Ceremony where 
more students than ever before received their Bronze, Silver and Gold awards – congratulations! 
I would like to wish all our Summer 17 leavers the very best of luck for the future – we are so proud
of you all. Finally, I would like to thank staff teams across College and at our satellite sites for their
continued hard work, dedication and creativity – you are what makes Derwen College ‘Outstanding’.

Enjoy the Summer!  

De
rwen@

90

Wow, what a week!

Meryl Green
Principal, Director of Learning & Quality
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Creative Studies have had a very 
busy summer term! Derwen On Tour 
(DOT) have been out and about at 
lots of events including Hope House, 
Glyndwr University, Severn Dee 
Travel Community Rail Flashmob at 
Birmingham New Street Station, 
Derwen@90 Summer Ball, Focus 
Wales and the Wrexham Food      
Festival. A group of our students 
have undertaken a film project at 
Glyndwr University, learning how to 
use various equipment and produce 
a short video. Students and staff 
hosted an arts week at two local 
primary schools, focusing on African 
art and dance. 
As part of Derwen@90 we              
contributed to the production of props 
and scenery for the 1920s Charity 
Ball and created a photo booth that 
was also used at the summer fete.
There were also the two packed out 
performances of the Summer Show – 
an amazing production that took the 
audience on an emotional 
roller-coaster ride through the last 
nine decades. 

From 10th – 16th June we celebrated our Birthday Week. What a proud Derwen College we are! 
Our 90th birthday has given a real opportunity to look back at our history and to involve our partners 
throughout our celebrations. And what a pleasure to work alongside our enthused students, trainees 
and staff as they delve into and explore our history, bringing it to life in the curriculum today. We have 
seen: shopping lists and menus transformed; costumes and performances that tell the story of the 
times; we know more about the land based practices through the decades and we can see that the 
retail industry has transformed our lifestyles.

On the 14th June 1927 Dame Agnes Hunt founded The Derwen Training College where disabled young people 
were to learn a trade and become as independent as possible.  In 1948 Dame Agnes died and left us with an 
amazing legacy that is Derwen College as we know it today; inspired by her pioneering work we continue her 
dream. 

Celebrating 90 years of History and Creating Futures at Derwen.  

To read the full blog from Louise Keevil, Director of Charity and Corporate Services visit www.derwen.ac.uk/category/blog/.

Proud parents, sponsors, 
staff and students all 
enjoyed a sunny Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Awards    
ceremony in July where 
23 students picked up 
their Bronze Award, 11  
their Silver Award with 7 

students on course to complete their Gold 
Award. 

The DofE Award has brought excellent 
opportunities for a growing number of 
students and gives the participants the 
chance to develop skills for life and work, 
fulfil their potential and have a more           
independent future.

We are delighted to announce that we have two Inclusive Skills 
Competition winners this year. Adam Richards won Gold in the 
Welsh Catering competition held at NPTC Newtown and Joseph 
Griffiths won Gold in the West Midlands competition held at 
Derwen College. Congratulations! Both Adam and Joseph are 
day students at college studying in the Hospitality and Catering 
Studies vocational area and will be invited to compete in the 
Inclusive Skills finals at the WorldSkills UK event at the NEC, 
Birmingham in November.
For more information about the Inclusive Skills competitions see 
www.derwen.ac.uk/about-derwen/competitions/Adam Richards Joseph Griffiths



News

For the third year running we have won 
the NUS Disabled Student FE Union Of 

the Year. The 
Student Union 
works proactively 
with the  NUS to 
ensure their 
events are more 
accessible and 
inclusive and we 
are very proud to 
have picked up 
this award.

Congratulations to Jessie Vaughan,   Learning 
Support Assistant Creative   Studies who has 
picked up the award Post Graduate Certi�cate 
in Education (PGCE) Student of the Year. Jessie 
says “The past two years have been inspiring, 
and the content of the course has enabled me 
to con�dently develop my teaching and   
learning. This could not have been achieved      
without the awesome support from my       
Creative  Studies team, my wonderful lecturer 
Daryll, my peers and of course the students. I 
now look forward to graduating and              
continuing to develop my practice within my  
post quali�cation year”. 

The Reliant Robins, Max, Matt 
and Elliot, have a summer of 
training ahead of them before 
they start an epic cycle tour to 
raise money for Derwen College 
in September. Cycling a total of 
300 miles from London to Paris, 
the three young men have dedicated time and energy in to the 
cycle tour and were inspired to do so after just one visit to the 
college. Read more about their story at  
www.derwen.ac.uk/category/latest-news/ 

A huge thanks to all who have supported us at our fundraising 
events so far this year and these include the Sponsored Walk, 
1920s Charity Ball, the Big Birthday Bake-off in association with 
Hope House and Sainsbury’s and the Fete and Open Day. We are 

well on our way to achieving our £50,000 target for the swimming pool repairs and from all of us here we would like to 
extend a massive thanks ….. but we are not there yet and there are lots more opportunities for you to get involved. You 
can download a Charity Pack at www.supportderwen.org.uk 

Thanks to the family of trainee Raffy 
Benjamin we are another huge step 
along the way to meeting our            
fundraising target this year. Mr Benjamin 
recently celebrated a special birthday 

and the family chose to ask for donations towards two charities instead 
of birthday presents. Derwen College was one of the chosen charities 
and we are very pleased to receive a massive £3553 from the Benjamins. 

“We wanted to use the birthday as an opportunity to raise 
funds for two charities close to our hearts, one being Derwen 
College. We wish the college well in reaching the target for the 
repairs to the swimming pool, a hugely worthwhile project that 
will benefit students for many years to come. We would like to 
thank all our friends and family for the generous support with 
the fundraising. Good luck to Derwen as you celebrate your 
9Oth  birthday!”    Mr S Benjamin 

Birthday fundraising
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The Benjamins

The Reliant Robins meet students at college
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Jessie pictured with her award

Student Union News
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Events
Throughout our 90th birthday we have 

been celebrating our history through the 

decades and as we move into the Autumn 

term students, staff and supporters will be 

highlighting the 1980s, 90s and beyond 

through the curriculum and events.

We invite you to be part of our story as we move forward, 

creating futures – right here, right now at Derwen. 

September 6th - Autumn Term Starts

September 11th - ‘Self - Supporting Citizens’ How Agnes  
                Hunt founded Derwen College 

October 14th - Student Graduation at Lion Quays     
             Hotel and Spa. Invitation only.

December 6th - Christmas Show

December 7th - End of Autumn Term

For more information or to book events visit: 
www.derwen.ac.uk/events 

Getting involved at Derwen
Visit dc Shopping & Leisure outlets 

Request a charity pack for fundraising ideas
www.supportderwen.org.uk

Spread the word about our ‘Outstanding’ college

In May, June and July we had three 
very successful Open Day events 
at each of our satellite sites in 
Craven Arms, Ashdale House and 
Walford. We welcomed prospective 
families, schools and the local 
community. As part of our 90th 
birthday celebrations, Ashdale’s 
Open Day had a 1950s Tea Party 
theme. 

News from the

Satellites

Ashdale House has had another 
successful year with beautiful 
pieces of upcycled furniture 
being made by students. The 
upcycled pieces that have been 
made are for sale in the Garden 
Centre at our main site, Gobowen.

Did you know?


